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erty, except in the case of one high-spirited horse who 
finally runs away and nearly kills his master. This re- 
sults in a long spell of sickness to Mr. Shane, who finally, 
through the influence of a tender and sensible daughter, 
comes to himself and accepts a different regime which has 
just been instituted in the treatment of the horses by a 
sensible and amusing Irishman "Mike." Tom also enters 
heartily into the new way and the horses, cows, birds, 
cats, dogs, and all declare the strike " off," by resuming 
their customary tasks. The real and the fanciful are 
woven together in a delightful way in the book, which we 
heartily recommend to parents to put into the hands of 
their boys. 

Josiah Gilbert Holland. By Mrs. H. M. Plunkett. 

New York : Charles Scribner's Sons. 

The admirers of J. G-. Holland, of whom there are mul- 
titudes all over the land, will be glad that a short biogra- 
phy of him has at last appeared. He died thirteen years 
ago, and until now no one has attempted to give any con- 
siderable account of his life. Mrs. Plunkett has given us 
in a little over two hundred pages all the essentials of the 
story of Mr. Holland's life, his early poverty, his struggles 
with difficulty, his education, his efforts at the study and 
practice of medicine, and at school teaching, his sucessful 
career as a journalist, his work as an author both in poetry 
and prose, his labors as an editor, the elements of his 
power, his beautiful home life and his noble Christian 
character. 

Few men in this country have had so wide an influence 
for good, especially over young men and women, as Dr. 
Holland. His poetry idealized and glorified the common- 
est things of daily life. In one aspect of his story- 
writing no writer of American fiction has surpassed, or 
even equalled him — his stories always maintained the 
highest and purest type of idealism on a setting of natu- 
ral realism. His pages always touched and inspired the 
popular heart. Twenty years ago almost every young 
man and woman seeking a right and noble life was read- 
ing "Titcomb's Letters," "Gold Foil," " Bitter Sweet" 
and " Kathrina," and all such now, grown to middle life, 
will read with great pleasure Mrs. Plunkett's excellent 
recital of the life of the author of these works. 



THE MAGAZINES AND PAPEKS. 

HERALD OF PEACE. 

" In diplomatic circles, in Paris, it is positively as- 
serted that the German Emperor submitted an initial 
scheme of disarmament, not only to the King of Italy and 
the Emperor Francis Joseph, but to the Czar. After 
sounding the King of Denmark, who is said to have 
shrunk from the responsibility, the Emperor William 
asked the German Ambassador at St. Petersburg, to sub- 
mit the plan of a conference to Alexander III. The 
convoking of this pacific gathering would be left to the 
Czar himself, the Russian capital being the place of 
meeting. Count Schuvaloff was instructed to return a 
polite refusal, and to say why he was charged with this 
answer. The gigantic armies of the military powers, it 
was stated, are not a cause, but an effect. They are due 
to the European wars of the last quarter of a century, 
and to the treaties in which these wars ended. The 
Triple Alliance, being entered into, to defend the Euro- 
pean situation arising from these treaties, is hostile to 
France and Russia. Neither of these two Powers wish 



for war, but they have to place themselves on the defen- 
sive, and to be ready to put a stop to a state of things 
which threatens both, should the offensive be taken 
against them. M. Barthelemy Saint-Hilaire has declared 
that the first appeal in favor of disarmament must come 
in general terms from the Pope." 

THE UNION SIGNAL. 

In an editorial on capital punishment, a bill for the 
abolition of which is now before the New York legislature, 
the Union Signal thus expresses one of the strongest 
reasons against it : 

" But with all unnecessary brutality removed, let any 
one who has never witnessed an execution, ask himself 
what it would be to view such a spectacle and, worse yet, 
what it would be to drop the trap which should swing a 
fellow mortal into eternity or to send the fatal bolt of 
electricity, and he will be able to accurately measure the 
depths to which he must descend before he could be cap- 
able of either act and therefore the distance between him- 
self and those who actually participate in the fearful 
transaction. Yet it is a fact which should not be ignored 
that capital punishment necessitates just this education 
in brutality. 

" At a recent hanging in Chicago we were told that the 
hangman, who had never before inflicted the death pen- 
alty, was pale and trembling and the night before was 
unable to sleep. That hangman will doubtless be able to 
perform his duty the next time with less nervous trepi- 
dation and, if called upon to perform it enough times, 
will reach the point finally where he will be able to laugh at 
his own tremors when he first went into the business. 
This moral deterioration which the hangman suffers, the 
entire public shares to a greater or less extent. The 
infliction of capital punishment directly tends to the mak- 
ing of murderers by familiarizing people with the taking 
of human life. Whether it more than counteracts this by 
acting as a deterrent of crime is an open question." 

But is it an open question whether a custom which 
necessitates this moral deterioration and this education 
in brutality is wrong, whatever may be its deterrent 
effects upon crime ? 

THE GOLDEN RULE. 

The advice of the Golden Rule as to sensational boys' 
stories, with which we most heartily concur, is just as 
applicable to the subject of military instruction and of 
military pomp and display. It is often asserted by those 
who favor the Boys' Brigade that boys may be habituated 
to the handling of deadly weapons and trained in the 
arts of war without having any love of war fostered in 
them. Every one who is acquainted with the most ele- 
mental principles of human nature and who is not blinded 
by some prejudice knows that such assertions are radically 
false. The Golden Rule speaks thus of the horrible 
Camden, N. J., affair: 

" A week or two ago fifteen or twenty boys of Camden, 
N. J., all about fourteen years old, engaged in rough 
sport on a vacant lot, with their heads full of Indian lore 
of the kind which is to be picked up from sensational 
boys' stories, seized one of their number, tied him to a 
stake, built afire beneath, and danced around him, yelling 



